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SUSAN KUROSAWA
DEPARTURE LOUNGE

OUR Departure Lounge is rather fond of

the Emmy-nominated television series

Flight of the Conchords, starringJemaine

ClementandBret McKenzie as the hapless

members of New Zealant ¢‘fourth most
popular folk-comedy dud’ as they try to make it big in
New York. Aside from the funny antics of this pair as
they attempt to pick up gigs (and girls) and avoid their
stalker fan Mel (Kristen Schaal), the best scenes are at
the New Zealand embassy in a seedy precinct of New
York, squeezed between escort agencies and waste
management contractors. Their energetic but
ineffective manager is the legatiots deputy cultural
attache Murray Hewitt (Rhys Darby), he of the
abundant‘‘electric coppel’ hair and love of meeting
minutes-taking.

In Hewitt ’s office, the travel posters frequently
change but therés no sign of the evocative images from
the (real) mega-successful 100% Pure New Zealand
campaign. Instead, the posters show the most boring
pictures imaginable {‘New Zealand. Take Your GraH),
bare mountainous slopes{New Zealand Rock¥) and
corny cliched images‘{New Zealand. Its
not Australia’).

Of course this is done for comic effect, as the show is a
not-so-gentle spoof about all things kiwlL.ounge
(September 5-6) has been pondering the effectiveness of
tourism slogans and the federal governmetgt plans to
spend $20 million over four years on a brand campaign
to promote Australia’s investment potential and
tourism drawcards. Ther&s been a deluge of response to
Lounge’s remarks and not all the suggestions can be
repeated. Most readers feel such money would be better
spent on other feel-good initiatives (health and
education, for starters) and not on the services of pony-
tailed poseurs with business cards that say consultant.

The federal government can haveounge’s slogan
suggestion —“Australia. All natural’” — for free,
provided the fees for focus groups and fact-finding
missions are put into hospital beds and indigenous
welfare. Otherwise, given the ever-competitive nature of
trans-Tasman tourism, how about‘Australia. It’s not
New Zealand”

ASIDE from the present fetish for slogans, state
tourism bureaus have been stepping up their
promotional TV advertising. Most controversially, the
so-called sunshine state has gone fordley, hey, this is
Queensland’ series of four ads to the music ofhe
Monkeesand to the tune of $5m. Its all quite fun and
fresh butLounge doesrit understand why music from an
Australian band, rather than an anodyne 1960s group,
couldn’t have been used. Target audiences for the ads
are backpackers and generation Y travellers, none of
whom was born wherDavy Jonesand co hit the
world stage.

Tourism Victoria has gone regional in its approach,
focusing on the mineral springs, food and wine of pretty
Daylesford, with some suggestive berry-licking by
starletlsabel Lucasand a soundtrack oDown to the
River to Pray, sung byParis Wells. Both women are
Australian, at least, although the latter has a given name
that must have resonated with th& ourism Victoria
bods, who like a bit of a brush with Paris when they can
getitand have been guilty in the past of serving us
carefully edited ads that make Melbourne look
like Montmartre.

Let’s hope its the last time wéll see something as
daft as the 2006‘‘Lose yourself in Melbourn&’
campaign with that enormous rolling ball of red wool
that seemed to be aimed at attracting a generation of
frisky kittens to play in the streets. Those Melbourne
ads focused on the citys European flavour, too, using
the majesticHotel Windsor , the laneways, colonnades
and grand facades of the so-called Paris end of the city.
All of which makesLounge cringe as she considers
whether the beret-clad creatives at thErench Tourist
Office sit about wondering how to come up with
campaigns that make the Seine look like the Yarra.

There will never be another tourism campaign as
successful aRaul Hogan’s 80s shrimp-on-barbie
extravaganza. Its timing was impeccable, the Americans
(in particular) didn’t have a clue what was on offer down
under, and Hoges had larrikin charm in spades. Lst
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Pure waste
of money

ARMCHAIR TRAVELLER

Man Made Marvels: The Beijing subway system
transports an average of four million passengers a
day, which definitely qualifies it for marvel status.
Sunday, 7.30pm, Discovery.

Chelsea Flower Show 2009: Ladies who mulch and
chaps who mow attend the worlds most famous
horticultural show; sadly, Australids medal-winning
Flemings Nurseries did not display this year because
of the Victorian bushfires. Sunday, 8.30pm, LifeStyle.

face it, we have grown up since then and our face to the
world needs to be more sophisticated. Thatwhy the
““Where the Bloody Hell are You’ campaign missed the
mark so badly. Short of a miracle, we are, one could say,
stuck between a croc hunter and a hard place.

EVEN with the Australian dollar faring very well
against the British pound, we all love a good London
bargain. New to the accommodation scene is
Ivy Lettings, a boutique, family-run leasing service

designed for stays from a few days to a month or longer.
The range covers self-catering digs from studio flats to
four-bedroom houses and most configurations between,
all within about 20 minutes of the capitals main tourist
attractions. A gorgeous-looking studio in a 1750s Soho
building, for example, has original hardwood floors,
antique furniture and fittings, stainless steel-finished
kitchenette and a cast-iron clawfoot bathtub. Sleeps
two; from £650 ($1220) a week. The cost compares well
with conventional hotel rates and Ivy Lettings can also
arrange competitively priced airport transfers with
Green Tomato Cars rent mobile phones so guests can

Illustration: Tom Jellett

jaunt several Decembers ago and all but trotted out our
front door in woolly hat and mittens, muttering that he
might be gone for some time. The polar-explorer look is
hardly necessary but he was surprised how many
passengers had gone the full Shackleton and dressed fo
the occasion, penguin suits included. More: 1800 633
449; www.antarcticaflights.com.au.

IF you are Paris-bound next year and keen for an
eyeful of the works of leading impressionists and post-
impressionists, you may need to detour via the US west
coast. TheMusee d'Orsay, housed in the historic
former Gare dOrsay railway station and home to the
city’s premier collection of Monets, Manets, Cezannes,
Renoirs and the like, will be partially closed for
refurbishment and reinstallation in anticipation of its
25th anniversary in 2011. Many of its best-known works
are moving to theFine Arts Museums of San Francisco
for two exhibitions. Birth of Impressionism:
Masterpieces from the Musee®rsay, runs from May
22 to September 6, 2010; Van Gogh, Gauguin, Cezanne
and Beyond: Post-Impressionist Masterpieces from the
Musee dOrsay, runs from September 25, 2010 to
January 18, 2011. www.famsf.org.

CALL it premium economy or executive lite, more
and more airlines are introducing a buffer class thata
notch above what the Americans delight in calling
coach and the rarefied domain of business class. Latest
off the blocks isKLM Royal Dutch Airlines with a
name that delivers much promise: Economy Comfort.
Whether or not that’s mere tautology will soon be put
to the test by the airline€s international and
intercontinental passengers. Seating in this zone offers

avoid expensive roaming charges, grocery shop, arrangeabout 10cm more legroom and back supports that

babysitting and more. www.ivylettings.com.

A FEW seats are still available on the landmark
charteredQantas Airbus A380 flight from Sydney and
Melbourne to Antarctica on New Yeats Eve and a
second A380 flight has been scheduled for January 24
from Sydney plus a Boeing 747-400 flight from
Melbourne on February 14, which just happens to be
Valentine’s Day (Lounge presumes ice queens need not
apply). From $999 for economy-class centre seats to
$6299 for first class. There are eight seating classes
available on the Airbus A380 flights and seven on the
Boeing 747. MiLounge did an Antarctica flightseeing

recline twice as far as standard economy-class seating.
Available from the end of November; www.klm.com.

DEALS OF THE WEEK

Earlybird discounts for European summer season

travel; city and snow package to Japan; cruise the

polar regions with World Expeditions; low-cost air

fares to Africa with Qatar Airways.

These and other money-saving offers are featured in

Travel & Indulgence’s holiday deals, updated daily:
www.theaustralian.com.au/travel/dd

WHAT IN THE WORLD @ Press releases acros$ & I’s desk just get sillier and sillier; following the recent earthquake in New Zealand, one operator suggestséta good time to cross the Tasman
as the land of the long white cloud is now 30cm close® Does anyone give out awards for worlts most gracious cabin crew7 &/ says Singapore Airlines wins, hands dow® Cover-More Travel
Insurance Australia estimates 40 per cent of us set off without adequate insurance and claims are made against one in 10 travel policies.

Vladivostok

and St Petersburg

The luxury Trans-Siberian Railway Journey August 5 to 27, 2010

Take this leisurely journey on the luxurious G

voyage of a lifetime and experience the vastness and grandeur of the world's largest country.

Travel from Moscow, over the Urals, across the magnificent Russian steppes and along the

shore of the world's largest freshwater lake, Lake Baikal. You will pass through eight time
zones, travel almost 10,000km; one third of the way around the world.

Included in the tour price are: Economy class

from Vladivostok to Moscow, including all meals on-board, accommodation and breakfast in
Moscow, Vladivostok and St Petersburg, coach travel, sightseeing and general entrance fees
as detailed in the itinerary.

For more information contact Travelrite

on 1800 630 343 or email

Travelrite International Pty Ltd (licence number 30858) is the organiser. Neither News Limited, nor any of its subsidiaries nor any of its
newspapers, have any involvement in the tour, and have no liability of any kind to any person in relation to the tour.

to Moscow

ACCESSORY OF THE WEEK

THE new Kodak Easyshare D830
Decor Series digital frame allows you to
personalise your memories by inserting
the unitin a favourite standard picture
frame. The D830 features crisp picture
quality and can store up to 4000 images
with its 512mb internal memory.
Features include automatic picture

resizing. The Quick Touch Border with
automatic motion sensor lets you scroll
through your photos and edit on the
frame. Just insert your memory card or
USB flash drive and a slideshow starts
automatically. $249.

More: www.kodak.com.au.
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When In
Madrid

From Page 1

does not just divide the city, he explains.cLike all
great conflicts, it exists also within the heart of the
individual. It is everyoneés conflict, this battle between
fidelity and passion, between loyalty and indulgence.
It is my conflict.”” Pedro pausesi‘Perhaps it is even
yours?’ The bull, exuding a faint odour of mothballs,
gazes mournfully at me from beneath long eyelashes.

Museums and galleries are good for hangovers.
There is a sanatorium hush about them that promotes
restoration, and the paintings, however vibrant, are
mercifully still. Madrid has two magnificent galleries,
the Prado and the Thyssen-Bornemisza, the oldest
and the newest of the worlds great collections. The
former belonged to the Spanish royal house; the latter
was the creation of a 20th-century industrialist.

In the Prado, Velasquez rather steals the show. His
paintings are so magnificent, so complex, so intelli-
gent, that other great painters can sometimes fade in
comparison. Caravaggio becomes a one-trick pony. El
Greco appears a trifle sentimental. Even the great
Goya suffers in the colossal shadow of his own hero,
although the two Majas, one clothed and one nude,
are always compelling.

In 1815, Goya was summoned before the Grand
Inquisitor to explain his ‘‘obscene subjectd Sadly
there is no record of the interview. But the nude he
created was something new, displaying herself
without any sense of embarrassment. This is not
innocence but confidence, an assertion of her right to
sensual pleasure. Two centuries later, Madrid has
finally caught up with her.

Spanish women are a formidable race who are not
easily impressed; Spanish men have had to take to
killing bulls in the hope of attracting their attention.
Few things are as expressive of the uneasy truce in the
Spanish gender war as flamenco. It embodies all the
sense of confrontation and distrust that passes in
Spain for heterosexual dating. All the gooey stuff —
romance, tenderness, affection — has been stripped
away, leaving a lot of furious foot-stamping. Flamenco
is a lovers row in Cuban heels.

In the back room at the Casa de Patas, five glum-
looking musicians file on stage. They play us into the
appropriate state of despair. The guitars are angry and
insistent. The percussion — a lot of excitable hand
clapping — is febrile. The singers are melancholy. By
the time the dancers appear, a suicidal fug has
descended on the room.

Two very thin men in black, circling a woman in
velvet and lace, engage in spectacular flurries of foot-
stamping and thigh-slapping. While they strut about
in a parody of machismo vanity, the woman at the
centre of this frenzy slowly swings her torso, her arms
upraised like Goyads Maja. She is sensual, the men
merely petulant and childish. This is art mocking life.

In the Church of San Jeromino el Real, a temporary
truce is being declared. | have been attending
evensong and inadvertently gatecrash a society
wedding. One moment | am among a scattering of
elderly ladies in grey overcoats; the next | am
surrounded by regiments of expensively dressed
Madrilenos. It all happens so quickly, | wonder if |
have dozed off during the Hail Marys.

The members of the wedding belong to Madrid
old elite: upright serious, and restrained. The men,
who are partial to small moustaches, wear cashmere
overcoats. The older women flounder in furs while
their daughters show off figure-hugging gowns. They
pour into my pew in a pincer movement from either
end. In amoment | am trapped between an uncle who
looks like Orson Welles and a woman wearing a dress
apparently made of cling wrap.

Everyone greets one another with elaborate kisses.
| am tempted to kiss the woman in the cling wrap but
mercifully | am distracted by Uncle Orson, who asks
my connection to the groom.‘‘Flamenco’’ | reply,
with the first thing that comes to mind. Curiously it
seems to satisfy him. A sudden hush falls across the
pews and we turn to see the bride coming through the
great west doors.

The priest wears white with fetching gold brocade.
He is a theatrical fellow with a voice that swoops from
dramatic exclamation to melodramatic whispers. His
sermon might well be entitled Goodbye to All That.
Marriage, apparently, is a time for adios.

‘“Adios?” he cries, sweeping an arm towards
phalanxes of fur in the front pews. Adios to childish
ways, adios to parental dependency, adios to selfish
impulses, adios to indulgence. My neighbour stirs, the
cling wrap stretching across her thighs.

The church candles flicker in some celestial wind,
the gold panel of saints far above us glows, the organ
swells, the voices of the choir soar beneath the ceiling
fans and the young couple progress out of the church
to a changed world.

We follow them outside on to the great steps
overlooking the Prado. Everyone crowds around with
their congratulations. My neighbour presses forward
to kiss the bride. Her bottom, wrapped in cling wrap,
is proof of God's existence.

¢“Adios,”’ | murmur, hurrying away down the steps.
Adios to the fleeting passions. Adios to romantic
whims. Adios to Madrid. At least until next time.

Checklist

Drink: Taberna de Antonio Sanchez (Merson de
Paredes, 13) offers new riojas among old bulls.
Los Gabrieles (Calle Echegaray, 17) is a
fashionable bar with live flamenco most Tuesdays
at 10.30pm. Vinoteca Barbechera (on Plaza Santa
Ana) is a stylish bar with a magnificent wine list
and great tapas. The traditional Cafe Grijon (Paseo
de Recoletas, 21) still maintains impressive
literary connections.

Eat: Taberna de Cien Vinos (Nuncio, 17) is an
excellent restaurant with one of the best wine lists
in the city. Or for a family-run restaurant with a
friendly local feel, you worit do better than Viuda
de Vacas Cava Alta, 23). Casa Patas (Canizares,
10) is open from 8pm to 3am and has live
flamenco on Fridays and Saturdays.

olden Eagle Trans-Siberian Railway for this

airfares, Golden Eagle luxury train journey

balwyn@travelrite.com.au

New Asia

17 Days

>

Travel

U in o Land

ASIA Tour Specialist since 1994

Best of Indochina

in Siem Reap

15 Days

CuChi Tunnels, Thien Mu Pagoda, Ha
Bay Cruise, King Palace in Laos, Angt

Email to info@napt.com.au for more tours
For a FREE brochure visit your local travel agent or visit
us at Suite 1508, 97-99 Bathurst St Sydney NSW 2000.

BOOK NoW1300 138 198

special offer
from

$3,599:p

www.napt.com.au
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